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R generations the social purpose of property has 
been too much disregarded and self-interest has 
increasingly dominated social and economic life. Sel- 
fish interest or private profit rather than social well- 
being has succeeded in large measure in controlling 
the policies of governments, in directing finance and 
industry and in subjecting labor policies to its own 
| ends. Although an essentially disorganizing principle, 
it has unwarrantably claimed to be the sole organiz- 
\ ing force in society, the guarantee of social order and 
the cure for social ills. But the half-truths and half- 
| solutions which this extreme individualism has be- 
| gotten in the social order are now discredited in the 

/) minds of thoughtful men. 

Nearly fifty years ago the voice of Pope Leo XIII 
pleaded with governments, with capital, and industry 
to abolish economic injustice and to establish in indus- 
try working conditions befitting the dignity of man, 
as well as sufficiency of income for family life and old 
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Since the close of the World War, economic evils fi 
have increased. Social injustice, oblivious to the need e 
of providing self-respecting employment to millions, g 
has embittered the jobless and the poor throughout the 0! 
world. In many it has aroused the spirit of defiance A 
and revolt. g 

It is to be deplored that the unrest caused by evils of 
already grave and disturbing should be further in- n 
creased by designing agitators or by cunning propa- te 
gandists whose immediate interest is to create turmoil, T 
bitterness, class conflict and thus hasten a “revolution- 
ary situation.” Calmness, accuracy of statement and tl 
prudent restraint are highly desirable qualities in every st 
discussion of grievances and remedies. sa 

Irresponsible doctrinaires have seized upon world- C. 


wide discontent and capitalized it. Adroitly, they have sk 
presented some fundamental truths of the Gospel of pꝛ 
Christ as if they were the first to expound them. They st 
condemn abuses which Christ condemned and which the tr 
Catholic Church has been condemning for nineteen hun- ne 
dred years. The false promises of Communism inspire ev 
a crusading spirit, a contagious mysteria. It appeals za 
to personal sacrifice and captures the adventurous spirit 
of youth. It masquerades as the champion of the down- 
trodden, as the arch-enemy of capitalistic abuses, and 
as the redeemer of the poor and working classes. 

In our country Communist leaders see three things 
in their favor: first, a sizable army of propagandists 
among left wing professors, teachers, and intellectuals; 





















secondly, the very real dangers to our financial and § sti 
economic structure; thirdly, the growing articulate § no 
discontent among the masses of the people. Unham- § re 
pered by any fixed moral principles, Communists would § ca 
hasten the collapse of the structure of our government, § th 
caleulating that they will be the beneficiaries as the § un 
leaders of the new order. If for the moment they are ff m 





keeping their activities largely under cover, it is be- 
cause they are biding their time, awaiting the hoped- — 
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for collapse. Meanwhile by arraying class against 
class, and by tactics of boring from within other or- 
ganized groups they seek to further the destructive ends 
of Communism. Traditional and _ constitutional 
America means nothing to them. They use the liberty 
guaranteed by the Constitution to erect a new system . 
of government which will deny that liberty which they 
now misuse. They are willing to use any means to at- 
tain their end. Their present restraint is expediency. 
Their delay is strategy. 

Many of the promoters of organizations calling 
themselves peace and youth movements, sponsors of 
stage and screen entertainment, and so-called cru- 
saders for “democracy,” especially those upholding the 
Communism of Spain and refusing to condemn the Bol- 
shevism of Russia are, consciously or unconsciously, 
propagandists and agents of Communism. They con- 
stitute part of the “United or Popular Front.” The 
trickery of Communists, as Pius XI points out, knows 
no bounds. They try perfidiously “to worm their way 
even into professedly Catholic and religious organi- 
zations.” 

Pope Pius XI has challenged the attention of all 
groups who have had any part in this injustice and 
calls for a reconstruction of the social order. He ad- 
vocates no dictatorship either of the right or of the left. 
He seeks no governmental bureaucracy. He desires to 
see the guild system reestablished in a manner adapted 
to modern problems and conditions. Neither unre- 
strained competition, nor monopoly, nor class conflict, 
nor ubiquitous governmental control provides a sound 
remedy. Social well-being can be obtained best by vo- 
cation groups ordering their own economic life under 
the guidance and encouragement of government. An 
unjust economic system, he has demonstrated, has had 
much to do with the rapid spread of the world’s social 


cancer—Atheistic Communism. His voice is for peace 


as against war between capital and labor. For labor, 
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he has fearlessly demanded recognition of its right to tl 
organize, just wages, healthy and humane working con- | *© 
ditions, and security for sickness and old age. The tl 
truest friend of the poor and the laboring man in the d 
world today is Pope Pius XI. b 

Labor has the right and should be accorded recog- 
nition of the right to establish its own organizations, to h 
bargain collectively, to choose freely its own represen- | ! 
tatives. It has its just claims to a reasonable living | © 
wage, to healthful working conditions, to security of | °% 
employment without unfair discrimination. It may en- | ™ 
force its just demands by effective means but these li 
must always be consonant with the rights of others, the | “ 
dictates of conscience and God’s Laws. * 

Labor should not incur the charge of countenanc- dt 
ing coercion and injustice. It is not only unwise but 
immoral and reprehensible to use physical violence al 
either against fellow employees or against property. It} ™ 
is both dishonest and destructive of genuine progress lu 
for labor to violate contracts freely and honorably ne- P; 
gotiated and accepted. th 

Not only should labor reject the philosophy as well} °° 
as the political and economic system of Communism} * 
but it should energetically repudiate such tendencies ta 
amongst those who undertake to be organizers of labor, 












































thus eliminating any danger of Communist leadership of 
or domination. to 
There are many honorable employers whose motives . 
and purposes are dictated by justice and charity. They it 
should be commended. What is needed is a more wide-} “!' 
spread and profound study of the social problems, with all 
mutual collaboration by both employers and employees § *” 
in the solution thereof. . 
Pius XI calls attention to the tremendous economic R : 
power exercised by those who hold and control money t 
and are able therefore to govern credit and determine * 


its allotment. This control moreover is exercised by 
those who are not the real owners of wealth but merely 
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the trustees and administrators of invested funds. Re- 
sponsibility is thus divorced from ownership. Never- 
theless, they hold in their hands the very soul of pro- 
duction since they supply its life-blood and no one can 
breathe against their will. 
The increasing ratio of debt to total wealth has also 
had its influence in lessening the responsibility and ad- 
vantage which should attach to the ownership of prop- 
erty. It makes for insecurity. Its relationship more- 
over to the cost of living or a reasonable price level 
needs careful inquiry. Further study should be given, 
likewise, to the whole intricate problem of money and 
credit so that such evils as exist in the present system 
may be brought to light and suitable remedies intro- 
duced. 
fi Another method of destroying the liberty of people, 
5 although it begins by lauding democracy and proclaim- 
it ing freedom, is to establish the dictatorship of an abso- 
4 lutist State. Referring to this totalitarian State, Pope 
>.) Pius XI in Quadragesimo Anno asserts: “It is feared 
that the new syndical and corporative institution pos- 
J] } Sesses an excessively bureaucratic and political char- 
"i acter, and that, notwithstanding the general advan- 
tages referred to above, it risks serving particular po- 
litical aims rather than contributing to the initiation 
of a better social order.” This kind of State is contrary 
to the letter and spirit of the American Constitution. 
It first gives to the people many services; and then 
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be it assumes a multiplicity of functions which no normal 
* civil government should attempt to discharge. Gradu- 
th ally the totalitarian State assumes the responsibility 





and function of the capitalist, the industrialist, the 
agriculturalist, the merchant, and the employer. All 
this inevitably leads, not to a free State, but to a slave 
State. The tendency of our time is to make more and 
more demands on government. Citizens and groups 
should not ask the government to do for them what they 
can do for themselves. Sound social policy requires 
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government to encourage citizens to assume as much 
personal responsibility as possible. 

The poor and the laboring classes should resist the 
tendency to set up the omnipotent State. Their chief 
economic defense is organization. The traditional and 
ideal Christian society is not an individualistic but an 
organic society in which the individual through the in- 
strumentality of his group, works for himself, his 
group, and the entire social body. 

It is deplorable that in our country an internecine 
conflict has broken out between two large organized 
bodies of workers. Continuance of the struggle can 
only mean increased suffering and hardship for work- 
ers themselves. It is gratifying that conferences look- 
ing to conciliation have been initiated ; and for the well- 
being of workers, employers, and the entire people, it 
is earnestly to be desired that these conferences will 
continue in a spirit of give and take, thereby providing 
the basis for harmony and lasting peace. 

It is essential that labor unions be governed by the 
principles of Christian brotherhood, justice and fair 
play. They should embrace all groups of workers. 
While seeking to promote their own interests they 
should be guided by sound judgment, have regard for 
the common economic good, respect property rights, 
prove themselves worthy of the confidence of every 
community, and thus perform their rightful function 
in protecting the legitimate interest of their members 
and in giving strength and stability to the nation. 

















Letter from the Bishops of the 
U. S. to the Spanish Hierarchy 


Joint letter of the American Hierarchy, adopted by the General 
Board of Bishops at their annual meeting in Washington, 
D. C., November 18, 1937, expressing sympathy with 
their brothers in Spain because of religious per- 
secution in their country. N.C. W. C. 

News Service. 


To THEIR EMINENCES AND EXCELLENCIES OF THE 
SPANISH HIERARCHY: 


With profound emotion we read the Pastoral Let- 
ter written in your hour of sorrow to your brothers, 
the Bishops of the world. You did this gracious and 
invaluable service to let us know the true state of re- 
ligion in your country. 

Poignant has been our sorrow, for we could not but 
realize the suffering of the venerable Church of Spain 
to which the world is so deeply indebted for its count- 
less contributions to everything summed up by the 
words “Christian culture.” In the midst of great po- 
litical and economic conflicts, you have been maligned 
before the world as though, unmindful of your great 
traditions and fine achievements, you had forgotten 
the sorry plight of peasants and workers. Clever 
propaganda, maliciously used by those who would pro- 
mote atheism and chaos, has beclouded the real facts 
in the contemporary life of the Church in Spain. It 
has sought to make prevail the notion that this Church 
no longer represents the very heart of the Spanish peo- 
ple. Human rights have been violated and the Church 
in Spain outrageously persecuted, not because it had 
forgotten the rights of the lowly and weak in human 
society, but because it dared even with martyr blood to 
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stand witness to the Christian principles of a great 
people. 

Tragic are the true facts of the religious persecution 
in Spain by men who before the world sought to appear 
in the role of vindicators of human rights. You tell us 
that ten bishops, thousands of priests and Religious, 
and tens of thousands of laymen have been put to 
death, often with unspeakable cruelty, because they 
were active in teaching the world to promote the works 
of the gospel. Your words horrify us who are wont to 
accept liberty of conscience and freedom of speech as 
an axiom. 

Irreligion and atheism, whatever be their changing 
cloak, are things with which bishops may not temporize. 
Pitiable indeed is the fact that many men, right-minded 
and honest, have fallen victims to the misshapen news 
which has been given the world about the Church in 
Spain. Worse still, some Christian leaders unwittingly 
have allowed themselves to be the sponsors of principles 
which, if given wide sway, would destroy the very last 
vestige of Western civilization. 

You have spoken clearly as followers of the Prince 
of Peace, and we thank you for your letter. It is par- 
ticularly pleasing to us that your words show a realism 
which is not inconsistent with the high idealism that 
has been through the ages an outstanding characteristic 
of the Church in Spain. Nowhere in your gratefully 
appreciated letter may honest men gather the thought 
that you have advocated any social philosophy which 
refuses to recognize the salient problems of our times. 
There comes to us from your letter the assurance of the 
insistent effort of the Catholics of Spain, with a courage 
equal to that of the Crusaders, to promote the principle 
of the social Encyclicals of our Holy Father. 

As a hierarchy in a great democracy, ever alert 
to defend and protect for all men the fundamental prin- 
ciples of our American Constitution, we know from 

our past the sorry difficulties before the forum of world 
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opinion which face you. To none do we yield the honor 
of a greater and more loyal adherence to the great 
democratic principles on which our Government is 
founded. These principles are basically a thing of 
sound reason and wholly consonant with Christian 
teachings. We know full well that Your Eminences 
and Excellencies with your truly admirable clergy, Re- 
ligious and courageous laity are laboring with a dis- 
interestedness, which compels the sympathy and sup- 
port of all informed men, to inculcate the principles of 
_ Social Justice and Charity so fully and so clearly enun- 

ciated in the Social Encyclicals of our Holy Father. In 
your effort we want you to know that in common with 
the Catholic bishops of the world we stand beside you 
and thank you for your clear, calm, dignified statement 
on the condition of the Church of Spain. Without 
leaving your field of action as the Pastors of the flocks 
given to your care, you have done a great service by 
your pastoral letter. The very restraint of its word- 
ing and its clear statement of facts by qualified wit- 
nesses, gives the lie to the assertions of propagandists 
of atheistic systems and should compel all right-think- 
ing men to appreciate your work for all men and thank 
you for high courage and resolution. 

We offer you our sympathy and assure you that we 
are deeply afflicted and moved by your tribulations. 
Day by day we pray with our priests, Religious and 
people that the land of Ferdinand and Isabella will find 
a solution of its pressing problems without deserting 
the Christian principles which have made it great in 
the past. As Americans we owe you a great debt of 
gratitude. In our Far-South, Southwest, and West 
there still is told the story of the heroic Spanish priests 
and friars who did a work which is part of our na- 
tional glory. Once before, the Hierarchy of Spain 
helped to save the Western world from the menace of 
Islamism. God grant that once again you may be a 
powerful force to stem the tide of atheism, translated 
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into social language and disguised with a diabolical in- 
genuity! In your sorrows and tribulations you may be 
comforted to know that we understand and sympathize 
with you. The day is dark for you but the darkness of 
Calvary in the History of the Church has always been 
followed by the Light of Easter Morn. 


Letter from the Bishops of the 
U. S. to the German Hierarchy 


Joint letter of the American Hierarchy, adopted by the General 
Board of Bishops at their annual meeting in Washington, 
D. C., November 18, 1987, expressing sympathy with 
their brothers in Germany because of religious 
persecution in their country. N.C. W.C. 

News Service. 


VENERABLE BRETHREN: 


In this your hour of sorrow and trial, we, your 
brother bishops of the United States of America, pledge 
you and your persecuted people our unceasing prayers. 

We are intimately bound to the Hierarchy of Ger- 
many in the bond of holy Faith and by many other sa- 
cred ties. The German blood that flows in the veins 
of many of our fellow citizens has enriched the Cath- 
olic and national life of our country. We American 
bishops, therefore, wish to bear witness to our soli- 
darity with you, our Brethren in Germany; in this hour 
of tribulation, we assure you of our genuine sympathy, 
our sincere admiration, and our deep affection. 

Having followed the development of the persecu- 
tion in your country through four years, we realize that 
in carrying on their nefarious work the oppressors of 
supernatural religion have in very truth been “wiser 
than the children of light.” Beginning with petty re- 
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confidence in their religious leaders. The attempt to 
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strictions, this persecution, according to the well 
worked-out plan of its authors, has increased in vio- 
lence. Today the sense of all religious-minded men and 
women throughout the world is outraged by the satanic 
resourcefulness of these leaders of modern paganism 
and by the incredible excesses committed by them in 
their attempt to exterminate religion and to blot out 
from the minds of the German people all true knowledge 
and love of God. In the words of Pope Pius XI, their 
“machinations from the beginning had no other aim 
than a war of extermination.” 

The Holy Father, in his Encyclical Letter of March 
14, while paternally counseling you, the vigilant and 
courageous shepherds of the German people, recalled 
the unchangeable principles of the religion of Jesus 
Christ and the fixed code of Catholic morality. His 
Holiness comforted and encouraged you, Venerable 
Brethren, your clergy, and the Catholic people of your 
afflicted nation. Indicating the firm foundation on 
which civilization must rest, the Vicar of Christ pointed 
out the means to be taken to insure social order and the 
public weal and how to withstand successfully both 
Bolshevism and every enemy of peace. All right-think- 
ing men are grateful to the Holy Father for taking that 
occasion to give a new and solemn proof of his great 
love for the country whose Christian Faith is being 
tried so severely by a new paganism, destructive of the 
glorious Christian treasures of the German race. 

We realize that an attempt is being made to destroy 
the very work of the Redemption of all men by Jesus 
Christ, to take away the prestige of the Church, to de- 
prive the Vicar of Christ, and yourselves as well, of all 
authority, and to besmirch the honor of the priesthood. 
We recognize in this a deliberate attempt to destroy 
gradually the faith of your people by denying them 
the nourishment of the life-giving Sacraments, by de- 
priving them of Christian education, and by destroying 
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vilify priests and to destroy their reputations in inde- 
cent and frequently unjustified trials has produced in 
our country just the contrary effect. It has shown us 
and the world that degradation of governmental agen- 
cies in Germany today. 

We join you in your pastoral sorrow over the ruin 
that is caused especially amongst the young, by means 
of newspapers, reviews, books and the radio. We 
know that the weapons of scorn and calumny are freely 
used, the most sacred rights of liberty of conscience 
and of citizenship are denied; that your people, among 
the best citizens of Germany, are forbidden to unite 
for their own protection, while religious newspapers 
have been ruthlessly suppressed. It seems inconceiv- 
able that Catholic and all other religious groups in 
Germany upholding a supernatural religion are refused 
the legitimate means of defense allowed in every free 
nation. 

But in spite of the present inhuman struggle, sys- 
tematic and cruel as it is, the Faith still lives and will 
ever live, and will finally triumph over its persecutors. 

We know that pressure of every kind is used to re- 
recruit an army of traitors to religion, who wili be 
asked to serve as Church-haters, Christ-haters, and 
God-haters. We know how all privileges, even the 


most fundamental natural rights of liberty, of work, 


advancement, and legitimate protection of family and 
individual interests, are denied to those who remain 
steadfast to Christ and to the Church. As our Holy 
Father has pointed out, there are “among the spokes- 
men many who, by reason of their official position, seek 
to create the impression that leaving the Church, and 
the disloyalty to Christ the King which it entails, is a 
particularly convincing and meritorious form of pro- 
fession of loyalty to the present state.” 

Praised be God, the number of heroes steadily in- 
creases, and the example of their virtue and their 
heroism is daily more appreciated. They are the hope 
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of the German people, and an inspiration to the believ- 
ing world. It is your glorious privilege to encourage 
and sustain them. The Church of America, the Cath- 
olic world, and all who believe are with them and with 
you. 


Under God the People Rule 


MosT REV. BERNARD J. MAHONEY, D.D. 


Radio broadcast from Yankton, S. D., by the Bishop of Sioux 
Falls, S. D., on the Church of the Air Program, 
November 28, 1937. 


ROM the anxious moments of travail at its birth 

down to our own time men who were interested in 
the development of our Commonwealth have always 
looked beyond the efficacy of human instruments for 
help and assistance.: The men who laid the foundation 
of our country’s greatness were men of faith and trust 
in God. They realized that “unless the Lord keep the 
city, he watcheth in vain that keepeth it.” 

Those who signed the Declaration of Independence 
declared that for the support of the principles em- 
bodied in that document “with a firm reliance on 
Divine Providence” they mutually pledged their lives, 
their fortunes and their sacred honor. Later on, in a 
discussion having to do with the framework of the 
new government, Benjamin Franklin took advantage 
of a deadlock to remind his confreres that prayer would 
bring light and guidance. He said: 


Groping as it were in the dark to find political truth, and 
searce able to distinguish it when presented to us, how has it 
happened, sirs, that we have not hitherto once thought of ap- 
plying to the Father of Lights to illumine our understandings... 
And have we now forgotten that powerful Friend or do we 
imagine that we no longer need His assistance? I have lived, 
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sirs, a long time, and the longer I live the more convincing 
proofs I see of this truth: That “God governs in the affairs of 
men.” And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His 
notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid? 
... without His concurring aid we shall succeed in this political 
building no better than the builders of Babel. 


Like a golden thread this thought that crystallizes 
the belief in a Divine Providence that affects our des- 
tiny is repeated time and again in the public pronounce- 
ments of our great leaders of the past, and manifests 
their acquiescence in the testimony of Holy Writ: “By 
me kings reign and lawgivers decree just things. By 
me princes rule, and the mighty decree justice.” 
(Prov. viii, 15). ; 

The underlying reason that animated our fore- 
fathers in reaching such a conclusion was the convic- 
tion that “above all other reality in the world there 
exists one Supreme Being, God, the Omnipotent Creator 
of all things, the all-wise and just Judge of all men.” 
Their contention was that “all men are vain in whom 
there is not the knowledge of God: and who by these 
good things that are seen, could not understand Him 
that is, neither by attending the works have acknowl- 
edged who was the workman.” 


No, the founders of our Republic were not atheists. 
They believed in God. They looked out on the world, 
and as they contemplated all the marvels of land and 
sea, they decided that something more than man or 
chance of the fortuitous clash of atoms was responsible 
for the harmony and order and beauty of the visible 
universe. They knew that there must be a mighty 
intelligence behind the force that keeps the celestial 
spheres in their orbit, that placed the stars in the 
heaverts, that gives the blush and fragrance to the 
rose, that implanted in the animal the instinct that 
guides it in the pursuit of food and warns it in the 
time of danger, and that called forth all the wonders 
revealed in the panorama of meadows smiling beneath 
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the canvas of flower and fruit and shrub. “But ask 
now the beasts and they shall teach thee; and the 
birds of the air, and they shall tell thee. Speak to the 
earth, and it shall answer thee: and the fishes of the 
sea shall tell. Who is ignorant that the hand of the 
Lord hath made all these things.” (Job xii, 7-9.) 
“Thou hast ordered all things in measure and number 
and weight.” (Wis. xi, 21.) 

Furthermore, our forefathers in this country real- 
ized in the words of Cicero that “there is no nation 
so uncultured and so barbarous as not to know that 
there is a God, though it may not know His nature.” 

This universal consent of men in the existence of 
a Divinity to whom they owe worship and allegiance 
cannot be brushed aside by those who have eyes to see 
and see not. A constant and widespread belief that is 
concerned with issues so tremendous that they influ- 
ence men’s lives for good or evil must have some foun- 
dation in fact. Men are not virtuous because virtue 
is easy. Vice is not controlled because it has no appeal. 
It is only because men have always felt that their 
conduct was under the scrutiny of One who is a Wit- 
ness, a Judge and an Avenger that they have been 
faithful in moments of trial and temptation. 

The moral law imprinted on the hearts of all of us 
is another indication that we are beholden to some- 
thing outside ourselves for every thought and word 
and deed. That peace which the world cannot give is 
ours when our conduct is in keeping with the dictates 
of our better nature. The wealth of Croesus is like 
a Dead Sea apple when we do something that leaves 
behind it regret and remorse. This phenomenon 
teaches us that there is a Lawgiver to whom our 
consciences bear witness. There is to be a day of reck- 
oning when it shall be rendered to every man according 
to his work. “Woe to them that are of double heart 
and to wicked lips, and to the hands that do evil, and 
to the sinner that goeth on the earth two ways. Woe 

































— — — —— 


* ——— aoa St 











16 UNDER GOD THE PEOPLE RULE 





to them that are faint-hearted, who believe not God; 
and, therefore, they shall not be protected by him.” 

Moreover, as we have said, our forefathers realized 
that God is interested in the affairs of nations and 
individuals and admitted His power in the government 
of the world: “Behold the birds of the air, for they 
neither sow, nor do they reap, nor gather into barns: 
and your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are you not 
of much more value than they?” (Matt. vi. 26.) 

This is only another way of saying that there is not 
a moment of our lives when God’s sustaining hand 
does not support and strengthen us. Were He to with- 
draw it for an instant we should lapse into nothing. 
It is literally true for us to say with St. Paul: “In Him 
we live and move and are.” 

So accustomed are we to life and its benefits that 
we may not advert to the fact that they depend entirely 
on God’s bounty for their continuance and preserva- 
tion. We are not like a machine that once started 
needs no further care or attention. We must be looked 
after and watched over from the moment we come 
into the world until the hour when our course is done. 
We need air and food. We need protection from the 
winter’s cold and and the summer’s heat. We need 
friends and companions to share our joys and sorrows. 
We need help against the forces of nature that could 
so easily crush us in their might. In numberless ways 
we need care and attention every moment of our 
existence. 

Now, as Scripture tells us, God “reacheth from end 
to end mightily and ordereth all things sweetly.” The 
sunshine follows the rain. Winter fades into Spring, 
after the seed time comes the harvest. The fishes of 
the sea and the birds of the air, and the beasts of the 
field—all in their own way minister to our wants. 
“Who covereth the earth with clouds and prepareth 
rain for the earth: Who maketh the grass to grow on 
the mountain side and herbs for the service of men: 
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Who giveth to beasts their foods and to young ravens 
that call on Him.” 

Nor can it be denied that a benign Providence has 
been gracious in our regard. The progress and devel- 
opment of our country during the comparatively brief 
period since it came into being is the best evidence that 
not in vain did the founders of our nation put their 
trust in something more than mere human prudence 
and human industry. The sentiment enshrined in the 
lament of the Jews near the waters of Babylon finds a 
responsive echo in every American heart. “If I forget 
thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand be forgotten. Let 
my tongue cleave to my jaws if I do not remember 
thee. If I make not Jerusalem the beginning of my 
j oy !? 

We feel that our country deserves all the patriotic 
fervor that her children can evoke. To us she is 
“Time’s noblest offspring,” more marvelous than the 
fabled domains that have peopled the imaginations of 
the poets and dreamers of the past. In our opinion 
Utopia was never better localized than by the lines that 
girdle our shores and define our boundaries. A little 
more than a hundred and sixty years ago our country 
came into being. Since then she has become one of the 
greatest nations the world has ever known. Her 
wealth and power and influence now rival, if they do 
not surpass, “the glory that was Greece and the 
grandeur that was Rome.” 

Thirteen small colonies along the Atlantic seaboard 
have spread across the continent to the mighty ocean 
in the West and have enfolded in a generous embrace 
the vast expanse from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico. 
A territory of a few hundred thousand square miles 
has given place to one more than three millions in 
extent, and a population of less than 4,000,000 when the 
first President took the oath of office in 1789, has 
reached the enormous figure of nearly 130,000,000 on 
the threshold of the year 1938. 
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Within the limits of our possessions nature has 
concentrated riches in an abundance that makes these 
United States “a good and spacious land—a land that 
floweth with milk and honey.” Our virgin forests 
conceal within their gloom a promise greater than that 
which was the boast of Hiram, King of Tyre. Our 
far flung prairies are vocal with the ripple of the ripen- 
ing grain. 

Our mines are depositories of a wealth that would 
have lured on a less impulsive man than Jason in quest 
of the golden fleece, Our lakes and rivers sing sweetly 
as they bear on their bosoms argosies ladened with the 
“wealth of wood and the weight of stone, with the 
strength of iron and the light of gold.” Like the land 
of Canaan ours is a land of plenty. Nature has dow- 
ered it with a smile of gladness, and has lavished her 
gifts in overflowing measure. 

But the hold our country has on our loyalty and 
devotion is rooted in something greater than her mate- 
rial blessings. To us she stands for an experiment in 
government that satisfies the noblest aspirations of 
mankind. That under God the people rule is the 
formula that inspired her baptism of fire and the prin- 
ciple that consecrates our enthusiasm for her as the 
land of destiny. We like to think that in God’s Provi- 


dence she was meant to be a beacon light on the road 


to human progress and that her mission is to show to 
the world that men are greater than the circumstances 
of birth and position and that they may be trusted to 
achieve life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness ac- 
cording to the principles of law and ordered discipline. 
We feel that these United States are the most patent 
evidence that democracy is something more than a 
name, and that her history justifies the claim that the 
choicest specimen of political wisdom is enshrined in 
government of the people for the people and by the 
people. 

With this thought is associated the pride we Ameri- 
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cans take in the generosity and foresight of those great 
men who were the Founders of our Republic when they 
decreed that no one should be penalized for the manner 
in which he worshiped God. In their desire that 
America should be a land of opportunity and a haven 
of refuge to the downtrodden of other dominions, they 
realized that man’s relations with His Creator are 
sacred and that they may not be regulated or impinged 
on by public statute or private whim. With the lessons 
of history before them, they knew that nothing but 
bitterness and confusion has resulted when men and 
nations have forgotten that the domain of conscience 
is holy ground and cannot be violated without protest 
and strife. At the very outset of our national life it 
was decided that “Congress shall make no law respect- 
ing an establishment of religion or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof”’—‘“that no religious test shall 
ever be required as a qualification to any office or public 
trust under the United States.” Conduct, not creed, 
was to be the test of genuine Americanism and the 
title to help and protection. 

The future of our great country must be a matter 
of concern to all of us. To its weal or woe we cannot 
be indifferent. Whatever makes for peace and security 
and genuine progress must have our support and 
allegiance. Whatever contains within itself the seeds 
of doubt, disorder and uncertainy must not be allowed 
to develop and prosper. 

In the words of our Holy Father Pius XI in a recent 
Encyclical : 





All diligence should be exercised by States to prevent within 
their territories the ravages of an anti-God campaign which 
‘shakes Society to its very foundations, For there can be no 
authority on earth unless the authority of the Divine Majesty 
be recognized; no oath will bind which is not sworn in the name 
of the Living God. How can any contract be maintained, and 
what value can any treaty have, in which every guarantee of 
conscience is lacking? And how can there be talk of guarantees 
of conscience when all faith in God and all fear of God have 
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vanished? Take away this basis, and with it all moral law 
falls, and there is no remedy left to stop the gradual but in- 
evitable destruction of peoples, families, the State, civilization 
itself. 


To these words of our Holy Father—let me add 
what our own Washington wrote in his farewell 
address : 


Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political 
prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports. In 
vain would that man claim the tribute of patriotism who should 
labor to subvert these great pillars of human happiness, these 
firmest props of the duties of men and citizens. The mere poli- 
tician equally with the pious man ought to respect and cherish 
them. A volume could not trace all their connections with pri- 
vate and public felicity. Let it simply be asked where is the 
security for property, for reputation, for life, if the sense of re- 
ligious obligation desert the oaths which are the instruments 
of investigations in Courts of Justice? And let us with caution 
indulge the hope that morality can be maintained without reli- 
gion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined 
education on minds of peculiar structure—reason and experience 
both forbid us to expect, that national morality can prevsil in 
exclusion of religious principle. 


Washington and his associates knew that men can- 
not be legislated into righteousness—that behind every 
law there must be a moral force, and religion alone 
with its threats and sanctions can prevail against the 
surge of passion or the clamors of expediency and 
self-interest. 

“Under God the People Rule.” This is the motto of 
the State of South Dakota and sums up the thought 
behind what is implied in Washington’s farewell ad- 
dress. Let me suggest that the people of good will 
in every section of our country acknowledge that the 
sentiment which this motto embodies accounts for our 
progress and development in the past and is the surest 
guarantee for happiness and stability in the years that 
are to come. 
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“UNDER GOD THE PEOPLE RULE.” 






